Sinomenine is the main pharmacologically active alkaloid in the traditional Chinese plant medicine of Sinomenium acutum.Itwas produced from the powder of the plant roots by the BaojiYongjia Plant Medicine Extracting Limited Company, Baoji, P. R. China, under the patent technology [1] , and crystallized from the concentratedb enzene extract of thep owder. Ther emaining sticky mother liquor (3 kg) after the extraction of sinomenine was obtained from the company. Thesticky residue was fractionated by columnchromatography on silica gel (100 mesh) eluted gradually with chloroform to chloroform/methanol (30:1; 10:1 and 4:1) to afford 7fractions, QT1 to QT7.The QT4 (5.5 g) was subjected to columnchromatography on silica gel (300-400 mesh) eluted with chloroform/methanol (20:1 to 5:1) to give 7s ubfractions, QT4-1 to QT4-7. The QT4-6 was crystallized repeatedly from methanol to yield the colorless crystals of the title compound (25 mg) suitable for single crystal X-ray diffraction analysis at room temperature.
In the crystal, the supermolecular structure was formedthrough the complicated intermolecular hydrogen bonds between the molecules of the title compound and crystal water. Each molecule of disinomenine is bonded to four crystal water molecules. Here, it crystallized as the tetrahydrate from methanol, while the monohydrate, crystallized from chloroform/methanol/ethyl acetate (80: 15:5) , has been reported earlier [14] . It is likely that water more easily permeates into the polar solvent of methanol than in the non-polar solvent of chloroform/methanol/ethyl acetate (80:15:5); as the result, the permeated water molecules can strengthen interaction of disinomenine and crystal water by more intermolecular hydrogen bonds. O ( 
